
                       
 

MINUTES OF THE SUTTER CREEK CITY COUNCIL OF 

May 4, 2020 

      

Council Members:                                                        Staff Present: 

Robin Peters, Mayor    Amy Gedney, City Manager 
Josie Cadieux-Faillers, Vice Mayor  Karen Darrow, City Clerk 

Linda Rianda, Council Member           Derek Cole, City Attorney 

Tim Murphy, Council Member   Victoria Runquist, City Treasurer 
Jim Swift, Council Member                           Jodi Steneck, 

       

DUE TO THE GOVERNOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDER N-29-20, THE CITY OF SUTTER CREEK 

CONDUCTED ITS MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE.   MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WERE 

ABLE TO PARTICIPATE BY CALL IN USING THE FOLLOWING NUMBER: 

 

Dial in: 605-313-5866 

Access Code: 391073# 

 

                   

1. CLOSED SESSION 

A. Conference with Real Property Negotiators 

Property: 18 Main Street, Sutter Creek, California (basement facilities and rooftop 

antenna for cellular usage) 

Agency negotiator: Amy Gedney, City Manager, and Derek Cole, City Attorney 

Negotiating parties: New Cingular Wireless, LLC (AT&T Mobility) 

Under negotiation: Price and terms of payment 

 

2. CALL TO ORDER AND ESTABLISH A QUORUM 

Mayor Peters called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Peters did a roll call and confirmed attendance. 

 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG  

Mayor Peters led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

4. REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION 

Mayor Peters reported that direction was given to staff in respect to negotiations. 

 

5. PUBLIC FORUM – None. 

  

6. 

 

INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE 

A. Mayor’s letters to Legislators 

So Noted. 
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7. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA – Items listed on the consent agenda are considered routine and may be 

enacted in one motion.  Any item may be removed for discussion at the request of Council or the 

Public.   

 

A. City Council Minutes of April 20, 2020 

 

M/S Council member Rianda/Murphy to Approve the Minutes of April 20, 2020 as  

amended.  

AYES:              Cadieux-Faillers, Murphy, Rianda, Swift and Peters 

NOES:              None 

ABSTAIN:       None 

ABSENT:         None 

  5-0 MOTION CARRIED 

 

B. Warrants 

 

M/S Council member Rianda/Murphy to Approve the warrants, as presented. 

AYES:              Cadieux-Faillers, Murphy, Rianda, Swift and Peters 

NOES:              None 

ABSTAIN:       None 

ABSENT:         None 

  5-0 MOTION CARRIED A.   

 
 

8. 

 

ORDINANCES & PUBLIC HEARINGS- None. 

 

9. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA 

A. Amador County – Countywide Covid-19 reopening plan 

 

Mayor Peters reported that the County had assembled a committee to establish a reopening  

plan in order to be prepared for when and if the State relinquishes control back to the County. 

He noted that the committee would be meeting again tomorrow and that  

the discussion may change course in light of the most recent revision to the stay at home  

order.  

 

Mayor Peters also noted that he was to submit a list of stake holders for the City that  

could be a part of the review process once a document has been drafted.  Staff  

suggested the Police Chief along with a representative from the SCBPA, Wine on 49 and the 

lodging community. 

 

Council member Swift noted that he would like to accelerate through the reopening phases so the 

small businesses can open back up. 

 

Council member Murphy noted that room capacity should be based on social distancing  

guidelines instead of the previously determined Fire Marshal capacity. 

 

Council member Cadieux-Faillers noted that if guidelines are not implemented for reopening  

by this weekend, she expects that the businesses are going to open anyway without  

regulations to follow. 
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Mayor Peters noted that there will likely be an increase in transmission when restrictions  

are lifted and that we need to be prepared. 

 

Jon Campbell of Sutter Creek noted that he would like to see businesses open back up. 

 

Supervisor Frank Axe noted that there will be a Special Meeting of the Board of Supervisors  

tomorrow afternoon. 

 

Tamara Richards, President of Sutter Creek Business and Professional Association noted that 

they are taking seriously how to safely open and present the City as a clean and safe place to 

visit once they are allowed to re-open. 

 

B. Creation of the Sutter Creek Small Business Relief Program (Staff reports and attachments  

will be distributed before the meeting) 

Recommendation:  

1. Adopt Resolution 19-20-* authorizing the creation of the Sutter Creek Small Business  

Relief Program with funds raised through the Amador Community Foundation. 

 

Mayor Peters gave an overview of the program, noting that the Amador Community  

Foundation is stepping up and throwing their full support into this program. 

 

Council member Swift asked if there are any restrictions for using tax payer funds for this  

type of program.  City Attorney Cole clarified that the public purpose allows for the funds to  

be used. 

 

Council member Murphy noted his concern over an upcoming recession and thinks a program 

like this is much needed. 

 

Jon Campbell of Sutter Creek thanked the Council for considering this program, noting 

that $1,000.00 is not very much and suggested rescinding the business license fee increase  

for further relief.  

 

Supervisor Axe noted his support of the program and his intention to donate to it. 

 

 

M/S Council member Rianda/Murphy to Adopt Resolution 19-20-31 authorizing the creation  

of the Sutter Creek Small Business Relief Program with funds raised through the Amador  

Community Foundation. 

 

AYES:              Cadieux-Faillers, Murphy, Rianda, Swift and Peters 

NOES:              None 

ABSTAIN:       None 

ABSENT:         None 

  5-0 MOTION CARRIED 

 

2. Adopt Resolution 19-20-* authorizing the transfer of $10,000 from Fund 39 General Fund 

 Reserves to start the Sutter Creek Small Business Relief Program. 
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Council member Murphy noted his concern over using reserve funds to fund the business  

relief program while the City has laid off employees in order to protect that fund.  He  

suggested drawing from the General fund or the Community Promotions fund. 

 

Mayor Peters noted that the promotions budget will be needed even more in the near future. 

 

Council member Cadieux-Faillers noted for the record that she will not be applying for a  

loan for her Main Street business. 

 

M/S Council member Murphy/Rianda to Adopt Resolution 19-20-32 authorizing the transfer of $10,000 from 

Fund 59 General Fund Reserves to start the Sutter Creek Small Business Relief Program, as  

amended to change all references of Fund 39 to Fund 59. 

 

AYES:              Cadieux-Faillers, Murphy, Rianda, Swift and Peters 

NOES:              None 

ABSTAIN:       None 

ABSENT:         None 

  5-0 MOTION CARRIED 

 

C. 2019-2020 Budget 

Staff will provide an oral update regarding the status of the City’s Operating Budget. 

 

City Manager Gedney reported that property tax revenue had come in and that more was 

 received than expected, she is anticipating sales tax revenue to be coming in and that there  

is an increase in the COPS grant to look forward to. She noted that the budget process will  

look different this time around and may come a little later but that she will continue to share  

the status as the data comes in. 

 

Mayor Peters directed staff to start scheduling some Finance Committee meetings to begin  

working on the budget. 

 
 

11. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

City Manager Gedney reported that she continues to meet on a weekly basis with local and Northern 

California City Managers.  She noted that the Planning Department is continuing to process 

applications and Public Works is continuing their cleaning and sanitizing efforts around town while 

the Police Department is continuing their efforts to educate the public of the most current guidelines 

that should be followed. 

 

City Manager Gedney commended staff for their hard work and diligence during this time. 

 

12. MAYOR AND COUNCL MEMBER REPORTS 

Council member Rianda noted her appreciation towards City Staff. 

 

Council member Cadieux-Faillers noted that she is looking forward to the grant program and is 

excited about starting the fundraising for it. 

 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 



 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 _________________________________    ___________________________________ 

 Karen Darrow, City Clerk      Robin Peters, Mayor 

 

 

 

 

Date Approved:  May 18, 2020 




